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Family Literacy Activities 

Storytelling Adventure 

Objective: To improve reading and writing skills while fostering creativity and imagination. 

Materials: 

¶ Blank paper 

¶ Pencils, pens, or markers 

¶ A bowl or hat 

Instructions: 

1. Start by sitting down with your family and explaining the activity. The goal is to create a story 

together, one sentence at a time. 

2. Have everyone write down the beginning of a story on their blank paper. For example, άOnce upon 

a time, there was a magical forest.έ 

3. Fold the paper over to cover up the sentence and pass it to the person on the left. 

4. Everyone should read the sentence they received and then continue the story with one more 

sentence.  
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5. After each sentence, fold the paper over to hide the previous sentences and pass it to the next 

person. Keep going until each paper has gone around the circle once. 

6. Collect all the papers and place them in a bowl or hat. 

7. Have each family member draw a paper from the bowl and read the story that has been created.  

8. Finally, everyone can decorate their paper and display it in a special spot in the house. 

Variations: 

¶ If your family enjoys drawing, have everyone illustrate their part of the story instead of writing it 

down. 

¶ Use different prompts for the beginning of the story. For example, άOn a dark and stormy nightέ or 

άIn a far-off land, there lived a brave hero.έ  

¶ For older children, you can add more rules to make the game more challenging. For example, each 

sentence must contain a certain word or phrase, or the story must have a particular theme. 

This activity is a great way to bond as a family while also building literacy skills. It encourages creativity, 

teamwork, and imagination, making it a fun and educational way to spend time together. 
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Story Chain 

Objective: To encourage creativity, listening, and  

storytelling skills in the family.  

Materials: 

¶ A group of family members (2-6 people) 

¶ A timer (optional) 

¶ A notebook and pen 

Instructions: 

1. Gather your family members and explain the rules of the activity. 

2. The first person starts by saying the opening sentence of a story, such as άOnce upon a time, there 

was a magical kingdom in the middle of a forest.έ 

3. The second person continues the story by adding one more sentence, and so on, until everyone in 

the group has contributed to the story. 

4. You can set a timer for each person to add their sentence or simply take turns. 

5. Encourage creativity and imagination in the story but remind everyone to listen carefully to the 

previous sentences to ensure the story makes sense and flows smoothly. 

6. When the story has reached a satisfying conclusion, write it down in the notebook to read and 

enjoy later. 

Tips: 

¶ Consider setting a theme for the story (e.g., adventure, mystery, fantasy) to make it more exciting 

and engaging. 

¶ Encourage younger family members to participate by giving them prompts or helping them with 

their sentences. 

¶ As the story progresses, take a moment to recap the previous events to help everyone remember 

what has happened so far. 

¶ Have fun and let your imagination run wild! 
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Family Storybook 

Objective: To help promote reading and writing 

skills by creating a family storybook. 

Materials: 

¶ Paper 

¶ Pencils or pens 

¶ Crayons, markers, or coloured pencils 

¶ Stapler or hole punch with ribbon or yarn 

¶ Imagination! 

Instructions: 

1. Gather your family members and decide on a story 

that you would like to tell. It could be a story that has happened to your family, a made-up story, or 

a retelling of a favourite book. 

2. Have each family member write or draw a part of the story on a sheet of paper. Encourage 

everyone to be as creative as possible! 

3. Once everyone has contributed, assemble the pages in order and staple them together or punch 

holes in the pages and tie them together with ribbon or yarn. 

4. Read your family storybook together and celebrate your collaborative efforts in creating it! 

Tips: 

¶ For younger children, you can have them draw pictures and dictate the story to an adult who can 

write it down. 

¶ You can also create multiple family storybooks, each with a different theme or genre, such as fairy 

tales, adventure stories, or silly stories.  

¶ Display your family storybook in a prominent place in your home, such as on a bookshelf or coffee 

table, to encourage everyone to read and reread it.   
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Family Storytelling Time 

Objective: To foster a love for reading and improve language skills  

through shared storytelling. 

Materials:  

¶ A book or a picture book 

¶ Paper 

¶ Pen or pencil 

Instructions: 

1. Gather your family members and choose a book or a picture book that everyone will enjoy. It can 

be a storybook or a picture book, depending on the ages and interests of your family members.  

2. Read the book together, either taking turns or having one person read aloud to the group. 

3. After reading the book, have a group discussion about the story. Ask questions to encourage your 

family members to share their thoughts and opinions about the characters, plot, and setting. For 

younger children, you can ask them to identify objects, characters, or events in the book. 

4. Next, have each family member draw a picture of their favourite part of the story or write a short 

summary of the story. For younger children, they can draw or write simple sentences about their 

favorite character or event in the story. 

5. Finally, take turns sharing your drawings or summaries with the group. Encourage each family 

member to explain why they chose that particular part of the story and what they liked about it.  

6. As an extension activity, you can encourage your family members to create their own stories or 

write their own endings to the book you just read. 

Benefits: 

¶ Encourages family bonding and quality time spent together. 

¶ Fosters a love for reading and improves language skills. 

¶ Enhances creativity and imagination. 

¶ Provides an opportunity for family members to express their  

thoughts and opinions in a safe and supportive environment.  
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Family Book Club 

Objective: To promote family bonding through reading, discussion, and creative activities and to 

encourage families to read together and share their thoughts and opinions about the 

book they have read. 

Materials: 

¶ A book that is appropriate for the entire family 

¶ Notebooks and pens 

¶ Art supplies (e.g., crayons, colored pencils, 

markers) 

¶ Snacks and drinks (optional) 

Instructions: 

1. As a family, decide on a book that you 

would all like to read. Make sure that the 

book is appropriate for everyone's age and 

interests. 

2. Set a reading schedule that works for everyone. For 

example, you could agree to read a certain number of 

pages or chapters each week. This will help everyone stay 

on track and finish the book in a timely manner. 

3. Set aside time each week to read together as a family. 

You could take turns reading aloud or read silently to 

yourselves. Make sure to take breaks to discuss what you have 

read and ask each other questions. 

4. After you have finished the book, discuss what you liked and did not like about it. Ask each other 

questions and share your thoughts and opinions. You could also discuss the characters, themes, 

and plot of the book. 

5. Encourage each family member to create something inspired by the book. This could be a drawing, 

a painting, a poem, or a short story. Display everyone's creations around the house or share them 

with friends and family. 
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6. Once you have completed the book and all the activities, celebrate your achievement as a family. 

You could have a movie night and watch a movie based on the book or cook a meal inspired by the 

book. 

Benefits:  

¶ Encourages reading and promotes critical thinking and creativity.  

¶ Provides an opportunity for families to spend quality 

time together and strengthen their bonds.  

  

  




























































































































